Saturpap, November 21. 1691. 


Certain Gettleman in love with a Lady, 
(who being already married, and 2 Ver- 
* tions Woman) had no meanS whereby to 
Silfll bis defires on her ; WhePéfor* on becafion offer'd him, 
murders ber Ancsband, dt it deceit time after courts, and 
marries ber, ( Phe being dtogether Fenorame of the barbarous 
raft.) Jn prece(s of time be difclofer 10 ber, bimfelf to be the 
Murtherer of ber former Husband: Query, Whether in this 
Cale fhe be obliged m Conletence, out of Obedience to the po- 

tive Law, the Law of Natire, and the revéaled Law of 
God, to difcover him to she Magiffrare : forafmich as if fhe 
doth, fhe breaks her troth given bim (who now claims ir by 
4s jut a Title as ber former Husband did) in ber Marriage ; 
and if not, fhe becomes accefjary to the Murder her felf ? 

An{w. Perhaps this i as Uncommon a Cale as has 
appear’d tpon the Stage for iafiy Ages, and a true Re- 
folution 8 as nice and tender, as it felt is ftrange: Whe- 
ther our Laws can fhOw any Prefident of this Nature 
we khow not, nor dare we our felves pretend to an 
Exact Judgment, but we fhall give our private Opini- 
on, which we defite tay not be decifive anlefs 
ftrengthen’d by béttef Authorities: We believe the 
Wite i¢ not borind to reveal ber firf Husbinds Murtherer: 
Our Reafons are, . 

r. Becaufe her Husbatid that now is, is by the Law 
of Nataré part of" her telf, ‘and Nature cannot away 
with the practice of Self-deftrution, every thing will 
defend it ielf'as much as poffiblé, either by oppofing or 
flying away from the Aggreffor. 

2. Becaiifé her own Husband is her felf by the Law 
of the Land, 


Queft. 1. 


dnd the Law of the Land obliges no one 
to condemn himfelf, alché it punifhes fuch as do. 
3. The Secret was as a truft, and net on 


for adifcovery, which t not: thefefore to 
eons efpeciall y fince this is Ot ‘Watated by 
the Obligations above: : : 


If che Marderer of hef former Husband had been any 
Body elfe, who:alfo: had revealed the Secret to her, 


the ought, to. have.deliver’d ‘em up to the te. 
Tis we long, fince we an inftance of # ogre 


d diftraGtion and inquietudes of Confei a- 
bout’ Mir dering a Who fends for a bour, 


Pérfon, * a 9% ts , 
ih. {Wear Secrecy to what he fliould reveal to 
mathe A aie ie unlefs he. did réveal ic, he | 


could not live ; the other fwore, :receives: the: Sgaset, 
and falls under the fame” Diftraétions as the” rer 
was, WHO upon his | ion, becaie eafie and” quiet 
in his Mind: This fecond-Perfon who. had the. Secret, in 
the midft of Troubles fetids.for ‘a Divine; and cold 
him the whole, bor a to te Marder, and his Oath 
of Secréty : the Divide told, hin rx Mee sary Rn his 
Opinion) was voids net.4o m as het 

eanfe 7 ae pe Ser da let et Hand 
of God was fo manifeftly feen in afflicting che"Con- 
cealers of fucha Sin. The Party immediately informs 
a Juftice of Peace of the whole, ghd the Murderer un- 


derwent the Law. The cued of the Roman Church is 
fuch as hides all Se ieveal'd to ‘em. 
— One paffage occurrs, not a little pertinent to che mat- 
ter in. hand: There comes.a Gentleman,to a Prieft, an 

amonpft other Corife HONS q clares ' 
der’d the Priefts own. Beosnier 


fich ‘a penhane iG 


© sg et 


him there ; the Gentleman 
Con Je 
Tr ; 


ae 


‘happened, that'a ‘while after the, 
Friend ti 


2 

No, fay the Prieft, whatever you told me in Confeffion,, 2 
bave and will conceal : What you told me oni of Confeffion, 
is the fame as if it bad been to another perfon, + 
Queft, 2, One defires te know your Fudgment, if 4 Note- 
rious Sinner, that bath lived in private Fornication “and 
Adutrery for miany Tears, and kept up a face of Morality, as 
Loing confiantly to Church, reproving Sin in others, receiving 
the Sacrament, kind to bis Wife in mam or moft re(pelFs, nos 
giving ber much oy to fulpect bim ; carrying it plaufible vw 

all; never drunk, but in the beft drunken Company ; never 
Swear nor Curle but in great Paffion ; never much fought . 
opportunity of Whoring, but only when the Whore and oppor. 
beet 


tunity met ; never loved them, but always caft them 

off ; but at po ty came out, be bumbled bienfelf to bis 
Wife, made what a ane lay in his power to ber, many or 
moft of bis Faults bath confe{s'd to ber ; but th fhe may for- 
give bim as to ber fe yet phe thinks foe is not capable to 
fearch bis Heart, and counjel bim ineall that is bis Duty to 
God and bis Neighbour : Whether it be not bis indifpenfible 
Duty to confefs al bis Sin to an'able and godly Minifter, shat 
may fearch him throughly, and help to difcover the plague of 
bis Heart ? 

Anfw. This is a very fad Account, and .deliver’d ¢ 
little too merrily (‘iftrue;) for in our Opinion, ’tis 
impoffible but that an abhorrence of fuch' Impieties 
cou'd have found more refenting expreffions of their 
Nature. ' 

Mr. Foulks in the Acconnt of his Life, @c. ( which 
we wou'd recommend to all fecret Sinners for perufal, 
‘tis printed for Langly Curtis on Ludgate-Hill) gives an 
Account the neareft this that ever we met, and the un. 
happy Confequences of it. But to the Queftion, upori 
an Enumeration of the Querifts Vices, "tis ask’t, Whe. 
ther St i ing PF his we) ps Confeffion” is 
not an indi(penfible Duty im order to a i the 
plague of bis heart. We anfwer, that we = bcliere 
itindifpenfible, but very neceffiry, for fear a wrong Judg- 
ment fhot’d be made of che Truth of his Repen 
for we are all naturally partial co our felves, and pi 
to make coo favourable Conftruétions of our owa 
Cafes: He is mot a_fic Judge of an humbled Sonl; 
that durft abufe and affront the Memory of his Redeem- 
erin the Sacrament, bY trampling upon the Blood of the 
Covenant: Nor ishe fit to judge of Sincerity, who has 
made fuch a progrefs in Hypoctifie, that he has not 
only cheated the World, but bimielf alfo. Addto this, 
the Effeéts of Drunkennef§ and Whoredom, in the whole 
Catalogue of Vices, there is none like chefe two for 
depraving of the Judgment, and rendring a perfon un- 
capable of knowing hi ndition. The Habit of 


sown 
thefe is called Reprobation, which ‘according to 
e a 


a Not-eeing, of blindnefs of 
apm ed be ial a 
. 3. A Friend of mine ( foon after Dr, 
promotion ) Dreamedl as be lay in bis Bed a, Hand : 
and Defcended as froma Cloud, and dropped” own 2 


Book. by his ‘fide, uttér fe words to hin, Go 
hear Dr.—— atid he that 


yeth thall be faved. 1 
tM pert, 
bth. Ver|e, being the very words 


dens heh be 
ters “Mark, and the 
which my Friend dreawtd of fix + 


“ " ™ + Beit t FY 9 
i fish ome 2 OOF, 4 


+ eaten, 


is probable, (if the Relation is true) that the 
ct ob Aa is oe Refule of Lo af and to 
shen that it is.gor, can be of no ill 
nay, it is poffible it may have Effects ; there are, 
fome things that we waat co fatisfied in, chiefly, 


’ whether there were any particular B sx ae in the Ser- 
¢ 


mop which more nearly relate to the Circumftances of 
the Perfon that Dream’d? or ‘whether any thing chat 
was {poken did more or Jefs affeét him chan ordinarily ? 
— Our Anfwer in thore is, that fince we are igaorant 
of many thingsthat might render us better Judges, we 
tan only offer, that a Wife Good Man receives bene- 
fit from all Providences, by adapting ‘em to the Na- 
ture of his own Circumftances, and we hope our Que- 
rift will make fuch ufe of this, (.whether ‘tis, or tis 
not an efpecial Providence,) that he can upon good 
grounds affirm himfeif, that it has not left him lefs 
vertuous and wife than it found him. 

Queft, 4. Mr. Joha.Conyers, Apothecary in Shooe-lane, 
having lately mide 4 Propojal to the publick, of expofing bis Col- 
lettion of Rarities tofuch as shall be curious to fee them: I 
defiré your Opinion concerning the Propefal, whether it my be 
of ufe to the Publick. 

Anfw. Thd we did notknow any thing of Mr. Couyers, 
intention this way, till our Querift gave us the hint ; 
yet having heretofore feen his Colle€tion our felves, 
and on this occafion conferr’'d with fome that are 
Perfons of Judgment ; (from whom we are informed, 
that he hath not only new methodized the things that he 
then had, but alfo made very confiderable additions to 
them, fothatthe whole may appear New even to thofe 
who haye heretofore feen his Mufzum,) we may afirm, 
that it may be many ways ufeful to the Publick: For the 
worthy Collector and Keeper of it, hath both with 
great Induftry and Charge, for above thirty years to- 
gether, made it his bufinefs, upon all occafions to pro- 
cure all fiich Subjects, either.of Nature or Art, chat 
had any thing of Rarity in them, not only in this and 
the Neighbouring Nations, but even from the moft re- 
mote parts of the known World ; tho’ if our Querift 
think ficto vifit the Mxfaum himfelf, it will give him 
a jufter and fuller Charafter of it's worth, together 
with -he indefatigable diligence of its Compiler, than 
fo thort an Anfwer aS our Method confines us to, can 
give him. He will there find a vaft number of Curio- 

ties, and-yet not more obfervable for their number, 
and variety, than for their feleétnefs and worth: For 
Natural things, he will find Exosick Beaffs, Birds, and 
Fifoes, Infetts, Shells, and Sea produffions, Corals, Halcio- 
na, Sea fhrubs; Sec. Exotick Vegetables, Fruits, 8c. Mi- 


nerals, Mettals, Stones, Gemms, Petrefactions, (vc. in great — 


plenty. For Artificial things, you will find Antiqui- 
ties very valuable, both Egyptian, Fewifh, Grecian, Ro- 
wmian, Brittifo, Saxon, Danifh, 8c. viz. their Deities or 
Idols, Icuncula, Amulets, Talismans, ancient Veffels ufed 
in Sacrifices,Sepulcbral Urns, Lachrymatories, Lamps, Gemms, 
Meddals, Coyns, Seals, Teffera, Rings, Keys, Armilla, 
Sculpmeres, Models, Fibula, Stiles, Armour, Shields, Wea- 
pons: As alfo a large Accofint of New ical Ex- 

ji i . Improve- 
ments of Heraldry, in Ancient Gla{s and otherwife ; An- 
cient Manufcript Rolls, and Aimanacks, with the Ancient 
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Queft. 5. suppofe A an Agreement with 
is an Alderman Daa inae seb © deca ae 
Writing by the B, which feeming to A to be according 
to the Intent of the Agreement, both Parties Sign and Seal it - 
afterwasds B confulting 4 Cunning Lawyer thereupon, is a4. 
pment care lpr 5b kee 


being grieve fef : uppofe B 
bis Craft, Power or Purfe, fhall induftrioufly obtain the Sen. 
tence or Decree of the Court in favour of .bim, greatly 10 the 
Wrong and Damage of A ———~ The Queftion is, Whether ac. 
cording to the revealed Will of Ged in Scripture B is guilty of 
the Sin of Defrauding or deceiving bis Neighbour ? And if 
fo, Whether God Almighty can (according t6 the crifture 
and the Perfection of bis own Nature) Pardon che ame upon 
B's bare Repentance, without Reflitution ? and whether juch 
Lawyer that foall Advife and Encourage bim in fuch a Suit, 
be guilty of the like Sin ? or what Sin? or whether any or no ? 

Anfw. We have thought it convenient, being defi. 
red by a worthy Perfon to Anfwer this ion j 
> dey fince spa, Searmiassen << @ is 
of great Moment. is Queftion is already refoly’d in 
Vol. 3.N. 24. Q.14. only the firft part, which feems te 
want a fatisfaction about the Nature of Referves and doy. 
ble Meanings in Contrafts, is not fpoken of. We might 
urge many fine Morals, bat fince the matter is of great 
Moment, we will pafs over our own Sentiments, and 
give one that wil] abide the Teft .againft al] Invafions, 
I The/. 4.6. That no Man go beyond or Defraud bis Brother 
in any matter, for the Lord is the Avenger of all fuch, as we 
alfo have forewarned. The Empbafis % plain for the Ap- 
plication of fach as deferve it. , 
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Library, containing Extrafis and Abridgments 
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im the Tear 91. As alfe an Introduttion te the Ufe BOOKS; 
im ESSAY alt forts of Learning, Written by the A 
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Bus far a further Acconnt of this ing, fee oxr two Advertife- 
ments im Mere. 13,14. Vol.4.. Thofe who the 
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